Application No.: 10/785,998 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An animal health care system, comprising: 

a weight input unit; 

an impedance measurement unit; 

an inter-leg distance input unit; and 

a health assessment data calculation unit, wherein 

said weight input unit is configured to enter a ent e rs weight value of an animal, 

said impedance measurement unit includes a plurality of impedance measurement 
electrodes eaeh for respectively contacting with a root of each leg of the animal^ and said 
impedance measuring unit measures impedance between front and rear legs of the animal, 

said inter-leg distance input unit is configured to enter e nt e rs the distance between the 
roots of front and rear legs of the animal, and 

said health assessment data calculation unit is configured to calculate calculat e s health 
assessment data based on the weight value of the animal, the impedance between front and rear 
legs of the animal, and the distance between the roots of front and rear legs of the animal[[.]], 

wherein said weight input includes a restriction unit configured to place and keep at least 
one of the chest, abdomen and roots of the legs of the animal in position, and to measure and 
enter the weight of the animal, and 

wherein said restriction unit includes a lift unit for changing a height of the restriction 
unit for restricting the animal such that the legs of the animal are not in contact with any part of 
the health care system other than the restriction unit. 

2. (Currently Amended) An animal health care system according to claim 1 , wherein m 

which said impedance measurement electrode comprises one of a is form e d from flexible 

electrically conductive material including an e ither of electrically conductive resin , a flexible 
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electrically conductive material including an and electrically conductive rubber, or it compris e s 
an electrically conductive member having a spherical portion , and an electrically conductive 
member having er a spring-like portion form e d th e r e on for contacting with the skin of the 
animal. 

3. (Currently Amended) An animal health care system according to claim 1 in which 
said impedance measurement electrodes each have e l e ctrod e ha s a plurality of projected portions 
formed on a the surface thereof for making sure to contact with the skin of the animal 
irrespective of presence of body hair hear. 

4. (Original) An animal health care system according to claim 1 in which said 
impedance measurement electrode has a cushion material including either of sponge and cloth, 
provided on the surface thereof for providing water-keeping capability. 

5. (Original) An animal health care system according to claim 1 in which said 
impedance measurement electrode includes a constant pressure unit for producing constant 
pressure to make contact with the animal at the level of not stimulating the animal. 

6. (Currently Amended) An animal health care system according to claim 1 in which 
said health assessment data calculation unit calculates the health assessment data by taking into 
account ef at least one of morphologic measurement data including body length, body height, 
girth of trunk, girth of chest or girth of waist of the animal. 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Currently Amended) An animal health care system according to claim [[7]] \ in 
which said restriction unit comprises the inter-leg distance input unit, said restriction unit 
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includes contact portions eaeh for respectively contacting with the root of each leg of the animal, 
and said restriction unit is configured to automatically measure m e asur e s and enter e nt e rs the 
distance between the contact portions , th e reby also acting as the int e r l e g distanc e input unit . 

9. (Currently Amended) An animal health care system according to claim [[7]] \ in 
which said restriction unit comprises the impedance measuring unit, and includes contact 
portions eaeh for respectively contacting with the root of each leg of the animal, and each contact 
portion comprising of one of provid e d with the impedance measurement electrodes e l e ctrod e , 
th e r e by also acting as th e imp e danc e m e asur e ment unit . 

10-11 (Cancelled) 

12. (Currently Amended) An animal health care system according to claim [ [7 or 11] ] I 
in which said restriction unit has a its width or height for receiving the animal, which can be 
adjusted according to the size of the animal. 

13. (Currently Amended) An animal health care system according to claim [ [7 or 1 1] ] 1 
in which said restriction unit includes a flexible net or meshed sheet through which configured to 
let at least four legs of the animal ean pass through , and frames [{&*}] configured to secure 
s e curing the net at any condition from a spread condition to a folded condition. 

14. (Currently Amended) An animal health care system according to claim 13 in which 
said r e striction unit fiirth e r includ e s a lift unit on which said frames are fram e is secured to said 
lift unit , and as the h e ight of th e lift unit is incr e as e d said lift unit is configured to narrow the 
spacing between two said frames b e com e s narrow e r with an increasing height of the lift unit . 
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15. (Original) An animal health care system according to any one of claims 1 to 14 in 
which said health assessment data calculated by the health assessment data calculation unit is 
body water mass of the animal. 

16. (Original) An animal health care system according to any one of claims 1 to 14 in 
which said health assessment data calculated by the health assessment data calculation unit is fat 
free mass of the animal. 

17. (Original) An animal health care system according to any one of claims 1 to 14 in 
which said health assessment data calculated by the health assessment data calculation unit is 
body fat mass of the animal. 

18. (Original) An animal health care system according to any one of claims 1 to 14 in 
which said health assessment data calculation unit includes a "BCS" (Body Condition Score) 
estimation unit for estimating "BCS" based on the health assessment data calculated. 

19. (Original) An animal health care system according to any one of claims 1 to 14 in 
which said health assessment data calculation unit includes an adiposity judgment unit for 
judging the degree of adiposity of the animal based on the health assessment data calculated. 

20. (Currently Amended) An animal health care system, comprising: 
a fat free data input unit; 

a body temperature related data input unit; 

a body temperature correction factor derivation unit; and 

a metabolism calculation unit, wherein 

said fat free data input unit enters fat free data of a dog, 
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said body temperature related data input unit enters body temperature related data of the 

dog, 

said body temperature correction factor derivation unit derives a body temperature 
correction factor based on s aid body t e mp e ratur e r e lat e d data at least one of a kind of dog and a 
body build of the dog , and 

said metabolism calculation unit calculates a metabolism of the dog based on said fat free 
data and said body temperature correction factor. 

21. (Original) An animal health care system according to claim 20 in which said fat free 
data is fat free mass or amount of muscle. 

22. (Original) An animal health care system according to claim 20 in which said fat free 
data is derived from weight value and body fat data. 

23-24 (Cancelled) 

25. (Currently Amended) An animal health care system according to claim [[24]] 20 in 
which said body build of the dog is body mass index estimated from a the weight value. 

26. (Currently Amended) An animal health care system according to claim [[24]] 20 in 
which said metabolism calculation unit includes a body hair data input unit for entering body 
hair data of the dog, and calculates the metabolism of the dog by taking into account of the body 
hair data entered thereby. 

27. (Original) An animal health care system according to claim 20 in which said 
metabolism calculation unit includes an age input unit for entering the age of the dog, and 
calculates the metabolism of the dog by taking into account of the age. 
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28. (Original) An animal health care system according to claim 20 in which said 
metabolism calculation unit includes a thermal insulation effect factor derivation unit for 
deriving thermal insulation effect factor based on the body fat rate of the dog when it is entered 
thereto, and calculates the metabolism of the dog by taking into account of said thermal 
insulation effect factor. 

29. (Currently Amended) An animal health care system according to claim 20 in which 
said metabolism calculation unit calculates at least one of a the basal metabolism and a the 
metabolism in rest condition. 

30. (Original) An animal health care system according to claim 20 in which said 
metabolism calculation unit includes an action data input unit for entering action data of the dog 
and a total energy consumption calculation unit for calculating total energy consumption of the 
dog based on the metabolism and the action data. 

31. (Original) An animal health care system according to claim 30 in which said action 
data is action indices each indicating ordinary action of the dog with a plurality of steps. 

32. (Original) An animal health care system according to claim 30 in which said action 
data is exercise data measured by an exercise monitoring device including at least one of a 
pedometer and an accelerator. 

33. (Original) An animal health care system according to claim 30 in which said total 
energy consumption calculation unit includes an adiposity related data input unit for entering 
adiposity related data of the dog, a target weight reduction setting unit for setting target weight 
reduction, and a proper value calculation unit for calculating at least one of proper intake energy 
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or proper consumption energy relative to said target weight reduction, based on said total energy 
consumption, said adiposity related data and said target weight reduction. 

34. (Original) An animal health care system according to claim 33 in which said 
adiposity related data is weight value and body fat data of the dog. 

35. (Original) An animal health care system according to claim 22 or 34 in which said 
body fat data is body fat mass or body fat rate calculated using at least one of impedance value of 
the dog, body condition score or morphologic measurement data. 

36. (Original) An animal health care system according to claim 33 in which said target 
weight reduction is a general standard value for adiposity that is automatically set as the target. 

37. (Original) An animal health care system according to claim 33 in which said target 
weight reduction is set by a measurement person who manually enters the numerical value. 

38. (Currently Amended) [[ A dog ]] An animal health care system according to claim 30 
in which said total energy consumption calculation unit includes an ambient temperature input 
unit for entering ambient temperature, and calculates total energy consumption by taking into 
account of the ambient temperature. 

39. (Currently Amended) |"[Ar4eg]1 An animal health care system according to claim 38 
in which said ambient temperature is set in advance for every season or every month so that it is 
automatically entered. 
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